Preliminary

THE lectures which make up this book were given one by one
in eight successive years. They were given extempore at the
John Rylands Library, and were then, within a month or two
of their delivery, written out for publication in the John
Rylands Bulletin. They are now brought together without
further re-writing. This may very likely be the wrong way to
build a book. For one thing, the style is naturally nearer to
the range of the spoken idiom than to the patterns of the
written word. Moreover, over a spread of eight years, it is
certain that the mood of that evening which happens to be the
one appointed for the lecture, and the adventitious way in
which the lecturer responds to that evening's audience will
unconsciously modify the particular manner of his lecture. It
has, however, seemed best not to tamper with what served
its temporary purpose and answered its separate occasion;
for though die individual lectures were shaped in the weeks
immediately leading to their delivery, the whole scheme of
them was devised before the first was given. They were meant
to be consecutive steps in a continuous argument. To rewrite
them now would perhaps throw the structure of their central
idea into clearer relief. It would certainly permit of the excision
of repetition here and there. But those paragraphs which occur
in the separate sections as summaries of as much of the general
argument as has gone before may possibly help to keep the
main structure in mind.

As the series now appears in print, it is labelled "Shakespearian
Comedy." That title has been chosen because it appears to be